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We hope you enjoyed 
last month’s quiz. The 
winner will be 
announced in the next 
issue. 

 

 

Right: 
A recent addition to 
the archives. A 
wonderful photograph 
of Martha Ann Brown 
in her shop at Robin 
Hill. 

 
 

Meetings  Update 
 

By now some of us will have received our 
second vaccine and restrictions have changed. 
However, it may still be a while before we can 
resume our monthly meetings. 
 
Check our website www.bdghs.org.uk the local 
paper and Biddulph Library for any 
developments. 
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Integer metus. 

Lorem. 

The Miller’s Tale – Part II 
1817 - 1857 

At the end of Part I we left Judith Plant, Miller, about to give birth. Her daughter, Maria, was 
baptised on October 12th 1817 – the year in which she buried three of her sons. A widow, with a 
mill to run and a baby to care for, it is difficult to imagine how desolate life must have felt. 

 
Baptism of Maria, daughter of Judith Plant of Mill Hill, Miller 

 
Four years on and life improved. Judith’s daughter, Sarah Ainsworth takes up the story: 

 
4th June 1821 

Sarah Ainsworth: “Tomorrow mother marries again. I know that William will never replace 
father but I’m pleased that mother has decided to remarry. Life has been so hard for her – now 
she has a chance to step back and let her new husband run the mill. It’s not been well received 
by my brother Thomas; I think he feels cheated out of the mill. He’ll just have to get on with 
things and learn to work with William. Eventually he’ll have the chance to run the mill 
because Mr. Stubbs is no spring chicken! Young James is now 12 and he seems happy to be 
with his future step-father.” 
 

Tuesday 6th November 1827 
 

Judith Stubbs: “Today will be a long and exciting day for us all. We’re off to Stoke this 
morning as our James is to marry at St. Peters. James has done so well….with William’s help 
and contacts he’s branched out and is a miller and flour dealer in the High Street in Stoke. 
He’s marrying Esther Davis. She’s a lovely girl and from such a well to do family. I’ll have to 
watch my p’s & q’s. I hope Thomas comes along – he should do for his brother’s sake. He’s never 
really forgiven me for re-marrying and couldn’t take to William. He got married four years ago 
and left the mill. They moved over to Giller. …..oh I’m so excited. Hope the weather stays fair – 
just as long as it doesn’t rain”. 

 
Below: Staffordshire Advertiser 10th November 1827 

 

 

1

Morbi nibh odio, congue vitae, rhoncus 
semper, fringilla id, justo. Mauris ut 
tortor. Donec non augue et erat suscipit 
sagittis. Curabitur accumsan egestas 
tellus. Sed id ligula eu elit scelerisque 
malesuada. Etiam ligula. Sed arcu velit, 
hendrerit id, scelerisque non, pellentesque 
sit amet, quam. Vivamus sagittis. Mauris 
lobortis consequat quam. Sed pharetra 
risus id leo. Nam dignissim accumsan elit. 
Donec facilisis egestas dolor. Pellentesque 
ornare. Nullam non lorem. 

Etiam sed lacus.  
Curabitur sapien metus, dapibus euismod, 
mattis ac, fringilla in, ligula. Donec non 
lectus id mauris adipiscing tincidunt. Duis 
justo. Ut egestas. Nunc pretium, neque vel 
condimentum vulputate, eros enim 
sollicitudin lectus, nec fermentum arcu 
nisi ut urna. Cras lacinia tellus non orci. 

Nam accumsan elit in leo. Donec ornare. 
Suspendisse ut dolor. 

2

In felis leo, laoreet ac, auctor sit amet, 
bibendum eu, dui. 

Quisque fringilla leo eget sapien.  
Integer risus velit, hendrerit in, posuere a, 
molestie eget, lectus. Sed sodales. Aliquam 
orci arcu, molestie nec, molestie id, 
faucibus sed, tellus. Fusce ac est eget 
ipsum fringilla lobortis. Maecenas 
convallis orci vel pede. Quisque eu arcu 
pharetra massa ornare nonummy. Proin 
faucibus molestie ipsum. 

Nulla aliquet. Nullam iaculis nibh sed 
nunc. Morbi porttitor, augue sed 
nonummy pellentesque, odio quam 
tristique augue, et consequat erat lacus eu 
orci. Integer erat mi, porttitor ac, auctor 
nec, pharetra id, nunc. Curabitur quis 
libero.  

B.D.G.H.S MAY 2021 
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The business appears to have been run from a 
property owned by Esther’s father, John Davis.  
 
The couple married by licence. James was 
described as a miller. It does state that both 
were of full age – James though, would have 
been approaching 19 and Esther would have 
been 5 years older.  
James also signed his name. This was to be 
expected as both his father & brother could 
write.  
The following year James and Esther had a 
daughter, Mary Ann, who was mentioned in 
her grandfather (John Davis) and uncles’ wills 
– but then disappeared.  
 
Esther died in 1829. 

 
 Left: Staffordshire Trade Directory 

1828/29 

 

 
20th June 1831 

 
Judith Stubbs: 
“Yesterday my eldest son Thomas and his wife Mary baptised their daughter Ellen. He left the 
mill a few years ago and moved to Giller. He said there was more work that way and Mary 
wanted to move. I had so hoped that he would continue here – now it falls to James, my 
youngest son, to continue the tradition and to keep the mill. It is my dearest wish.”  
 

6th June1841 
Simeon Walley: 
“ Census day today. As the Enumerator I have a duty to perform. I’m starting early this 
morning; I’m beginning at the Moorhouse and then around Park. Up to the Cloud, Dial Lane, 
Overton and on to John Wincle at Rimmers, down alongside the Cross and to Biddulph 
Hall…I’ll break for refreshments here I think. The afternoon is along New Road, cottages at 
the Forge and then up to Lee House. I’m hoping to get as far as the Church House today but if 
I make good progress, I may reach the Corn Mill. It will be good to see Mr & Mrs Stubbs. 
James Plant and his wife Elizabeth (she was one of the ‘Brooms’ from the Cross) live next door. 
That old corn mill has been in the Plant family for as long as I care to remember”. 
 

BDGHS May 2021 
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Vivamus nisl.  

Nam orci.   
Aenean ipsum dui, porta sit amet, viverra nec, 
placerat vitae, mi. Sed eget metus eu felis 
convallis congue.Pellentesque rutrum pede ac 
velit. 

 

August 1844 
William Stubbs: ‘I’ve just read an article in tonight’s paper advertising a meeting for millers 
interested in making mill improvements …they are calling it ‘modern milling’. Judith…do you 
think we should go? Mind you – it would involve a trip to Hinckley. There again – it wouldn’t be 
wise to invest what with the mill being rented. If the mill was ours it would be worth investing in.  
My fear is that if we can’t move with the times our old corn mill will become less and less 
profitable’.  

 
11th April 1849 

Judith Stubbs: ‘I wanted William to take a look at the new steam mill that’s for sale on Friday 
by auction. It’s at Bradley Green  and not long been built. It’s got a 20horse power modern steam 
engine, milling gear, two pairs of French stones and one pair of grey for meal and another pair 
for shelling oats. There’s a flour machine, a smutting screen and a drying kiln. There’s a newly 
built attached dwelling house and a shop. He says we can’t afford it….but I think I can persuade 
him to go out of curiosity to see what it fetches. Sale starts at 5p.m at the Church House’. 

16th December 1853 
James Plant: Today has been a dreadful day. Elizabeth is beside herself with grief. She says she 
is to blame…it’s all her fault….but of course it isn’t. No matter how many times you tell children 
to keep away from the fire sometimes they get distracted and then it’s too late. Poor Tommy….he 
and his sister have been with us since they were babies. Tommy is …was… …Elizabeth’s nephew. 
His night- clothes caught fire and he was burnt so severely that he couldn’t be saved. It was his 
funeral today. His little sister keeps asking after him…. heart breaking to hear her call his name.  

25th August 1842 
 

Judith Stubbs: ‘We’re in the papers! I could hardly believe it when James Partington, the 
schoolmaster, told me that William & I were in the Staffordshire Advertiser. Then a customer 
at the mill told us he’d read about us in the Wolverhampton Chronicle. All due to our Ayrshire 
cow. It’s a good job William gave me the credit!’ 
 
Ayrshire Cows – At Biddulph Mill, a short distance from Congleton, may be seen a fine 
specimen of that excellent breed of cattle, the Ayrshire: the beast, although a very small one, 
produced in the short space of seven days the astonishing quantity of 229oz. (14 ½ 1lbs) of 
butter, besides a small quantity of cream and new milk which had during the time been used 
for other purposes: during the gathering the above quantity of butter, the cow had nothing 
more than ordinary food. Mr. Stubbs, her owner, attributes the whole to the good qualities of 
his cow, and the excellent management of his wife. 

Mid November 1856 
Judith Stubbs: “How the years have flown.  My dear husband William was buried last 
week. He worked hard at the mill and taught James well. Poor James returned 
heartbroken from Stoke. The year after his marriage to Esther they had a daughter, Mary 
Ann. Sadly, Esther passed away in 1829 aged 25 - so young. Like I said – James came 
home – he left Mary Ann with one of Esther’s sisters. By all accounts his father-in-law 
doted on the child. James has settled down here at the mill with Betty - Elizabeth Broom –
they have a young and growing family. His youngest, Agnes Jane, is just coming up to 
4…a lovely age. She makes me smile.  
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Twelve months later Judith was buried at St Lawrence: Judith Stubbs, widow of the late 
Wm Stubbs and relict of the late Benjamin Plant     Formerly of the Mill Bank but died at 
Gillow Heath aged 83 years. Burial 6th November 1857  
 

John & Sarah Plant 
I 

Benjamin & Judith Plant 
I 

James 
Bpt. 11th June 1809 

Possible Marriage. 1= Esther Davis 6th Nov 1827 St. Peter’s, Stoke-on-Trent 
Marr. 2 = Elizabeth Broom (possible marriage 11th Nov. 1832 Astbury) See notes below. 

 
James & Elizabeth Plant 

I 
      Lettice      George       Benjamin       Samuel       Francis       Agnes Jane 
    1834          1835              1841            1843           1846                 1853 

Notes: 
In theory, the marriage entry of James Plant to Elizabeth Broom would confirm his marriage 
to Esther by both his status - as widower and his signature. 
Despite a great deal of searching we have been unable to find a marriage for James Plant and 
Elizabeth Broom.  The best possible match is a marriage of a James Plant to Elizabeth Brown 
in 1832 at Astbury. It is quite possible that the person officiating misheard ‘Broom’. It is an 
unusual surname and Bidolfians were well known for their strong, broad dialect. Maybe he 
heard Brown and not Broom!  
Date wise this would fit with an earlier marriage to Esther Davis and her death in 1829. 
However, if this is the marriage of Plant & Broom I think we will have to consign the first 
marriage to Esther Davis to the bin. The marriage register at Astbury states that James was 
a bachelor. What’s more – he couldn’t sign!  
 
We leave the mill in 1857 – now being run by the third generation of the Plant family. In the 
next newsletter the final 100 years of Biddulph’s corn mill will be compiled. 
 
Elaine Heathcote 
 

12

My grandsons George and Samuel enjoy listening to my tales of growing up at Gillow 
Fold and about the exploits of my half brothers – Thomas and John (Stonehewer) 
during the Napoleonic Wars.  
Over the years James has taken on more and more responsibility for the mill. His 
father would have been proud of him. 
I’ve been thinking about things and I’m of the mind to move out now – I’m getting on 
in years and Sarah has asked me to go and live with them at Giller. It will give James 
more room here at Mill Bank. I’ll tell him later today.” 
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Duis volutpat lorem.  
Phasellus consequat, ipsum 
ac scelerisque rutrum, 
lorem leo eleifend justo, eu 
vulputate mauris lorem . 

Aenean adipiscing 
tincidunt ante.  
Suspendisse luctus, mi eget 
suscipit nonummy, ligula 
urna pellentesque lorem, a 
sodales nisl eros at est. 

Etiam enim. 
Quisque interdum turpis 
accumsan sem. Donec odio 
mi, dapibus id, mattis 
rhoncus, semper non, tellus. 

BDGHS  May  2021 

 

Waterhouses for the Manifold Valley   
 

This remarkable image of the former railways at Waterhouses dates from 1933 when 
the little railway to Hulme End eight miles away was under threat of closure. Today the 
site of the station is an excellent starting point to explore the tranquillity and history of The 
Manifold Trail either on foot or cycle. Much of the trail is traffic free apart from access to 
properties. The track from Redhurst Crossing to Ecton is open to light traffic. 

Two trains at Waterhouses is probably unique and featured in a recent article by Mike 
Fell in Railway Bye lines journal December 2020. On the left is the river Hamps and the 
main Leek Ashbourne road. The narrow gauge train has arrived from Hulme End and 
passengers can join the standard gauge train on the right about to depart for Leek via 
Winkhill, Ipstones and Bradnop. 

 
The narrow gauge L&MVR opened in 1904 in the Edwardian climate of optimism but 

barely lasted thirty years closing in March 1934 under the austerity measures of the thirties. 
The line was authorised under the 1896 Light Railways act and local people subscribed to the 
share issue. It probably never paid much of a dividend because as one plate layer said: “Its a 
grand bit of track that goes from nowhere to nowhere.” Had it reached Longnor the story 
might have been different. It did however enable Manifold farmers to get their milk to market 
in London overnight via Finsbury Park. It opened up a remote part of the district to walkers 
from a wide area, still much appreciated today. 

 After the railway closed the track bed was presented to Staffordshire County Council by 
the Chairman of the LMS Sir Josiah Stamp in 1937. 
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These two little Yellow maps 

will aid your planning and 
progress through the Valley and 
enable you to explore more widely. 
(There is one in the series that 
covers Biddulph) 
 

May  2021 BDGHS 

Now the track/trail can be explored from several access points including the car park at 
Waterhouses that occupies the site of the former station. The track starts a few hundred 
yards beyond the former station/car park. Here the old narrow gauge railway crossed the 
Hamps as it enters the Manifold Valley, then continues to run parallel with track crossing 
and recrossing until there is a confluence with the river Manifold at Beeston Tor. 

 
The trail continues (see map below) and may be further accessed at Redhust Crossing 

from the village of Wetton. Wetton Mill is accessible from Butterton and Swainsley and 
Ecton from Warslow. The access at Swainsley is adjacent to the tunnel entrance above which 
is Swainsley Hall former home of Sir Thomas Wardle. The terminus at Hulme End is beside 
the road where much of the former infrastructure remains. 

 
There was an abortive plan to continue the line to Longnor and even Buxton that would 

have improved its viability. Sir Vauncey Harper Crewe the reclusive owner of Warslow hall 
was never going to countenance even a light railway passing in front of his summer 
residence - thus the plan came to nought. 

 
At Hulme End the former Light Railway hotel is along the road where you can continue 

either to Hartington or climb the hill on the right and take the first left in to Beresford Dale 
and Isaac Walton’s fishing grounds on the Dove. 

 
Tea and refreshment during the season can be taken at Hulme End in the former 

engine shed, also at Wetton Mill and sometimes at Sparrowlee which is just over a mile from 
Waterhouses. Thus you can plan your “expotition” accordingly! (A. A. Milne: Chistopher 
Robin lead an Expotition ). 

 
Members of BDGHS will recall Peter Durnall’s splendid filming of The Hidden Valley 

as it is referred to in several writings. It is indeed almost silent at times and has benefited 
from a decrease in air pollution during lock down being under the Manchester flight path. 
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This map from The Leek and Manifold Valley Light Railway written by a team of 

authors in the 1950s under the pseudonym of Manifold. 
 



 

 

  

 

 

In order to get a sense of life in 
the valley in earlier times the late 
Eric Leslie’s illustrated “Manifold 
Valley an Anthology” is 
recommended. 

 
The cover shows the little train 

passing over the How brook that 
enters the Manifold close by at 
Wetton Mill. The book is profusely 
illustrated with evocative line 
drawings and may still be in print or 
available on the net.  

Other publications include 
Robert Gratton’s magnum opus: The 
Leek and Manifold Light Railway 
commands premium prices whilst 
Basil Jeuda’s The Leek Caldon & 
Waterhouses Railway first published 
1978 revised 1980 is also 
recommended. I have been privileged 
to walk the route with both these 
acclaimed historians. 

A note for rail enthusiasts on the main image of Waterhouses: 
 
The narrow 2ft 6inch gauge LM&VR opened on 27th.June 1904 before the standard 

gauge line to Leek was ready. A Straker steam bus connected with Leek until the branch 
line opened the following July. The narrow gauge locomotive is J. B. Earle one of two 
supplied by Kitson and company of Leeds, the other E. R. Calthrop both named after the 
engineers of the line and were reminiscent of locomotives supplied to the Barsi railway in 
India. The narrow gauge railway closed in March 1934 and J. B. Earle was sent to Crewe 
pending possible sale. E. R. Calthrop was retained at Waterhouse and used on the 
demolition trains in 1937 when it was cut up for scrap; the carriages were burnt on site but 
the brass door furniture has survived! 

 
The main line locomotive about to depart for Leek is LMS number 2042 originally 

NSR number 53 built at Stoke works 1914 as a new class C. It lasted until 1935 when it 
was scrapped as a non- standard design at a time when the government scrap and build 
policy provided work during the depression. 
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An official NSR postcard of a sister engine built under John Hookham tenure as 
Mechanical Engineer in1916. Note the elaborate livery reflecting local pride. Hookham 
had succeeded J H Adams who lived at The Mount, Newcastle Road, Congleton and 
whose untimely death occurred in 1915. 

 
Roland Machin 

BDGHS May 2021 

 

 

The next newsletter will be the last for a while. We would love to hear your comments on 
the newsletters that we have so far produced.  

Would you like to see the newsletter continued? 

How often would you like to receive the newsletter? 

Are there any topics you would like us to consider? 

Please let us know your thoughts: 

 

Elaine -  e_heathcote@yahoo.com 

Madelaine - madelainelovatt@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

 


